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The Core of the Problem

Educational inequality is a situation
where access to quality knowledge,
competent teachers, and modern
educational resources depends not on
a child's abilities, but on external
factors:

 Place of residence: urban or rural
area

* Family income: rich or poor

e Cultural barriers: education for
girls, minorities, people with
disabilities




Consequences

 For the individual: restricted
life chances, low social mobility

* For society: widening gap
between rich and poor, loss of
potential from talented
individuals

* For the economy: low labor
productivity, shortage of skilled
personnel, slowdown in
innovative development




High-Risk Countries and
Regions

« Sub-Saharan African countries
(Nigeria, Chad, Niger): High poverty
levels, shortage of schools and teachers,
military conflicts

« South Asia (Pakistan, Afghanistan,
partially India): Gender inequality,
cultural barriers to girls' education

« Conflict zones and politically unstable
countries (Syria, Yemen, Venezuela):
Infrastructure destruction, mass
population displacement




Solutions to the Problem

The solution requires systematic measures
at multiple levels:

Digitalization of Education:

« Development of online platforms with high-
quality content (courses, virtual libraries,

video tutorials) Targeted Support for Vulnerable Groups:

* Providing remote schools with stable

_ « Scholarships, grants, and school meal
internet and equipment

programs for children from low-income

Investment in Teachers and Infrastructure: families

» Professional development for educators, « Development of inclusive programs for
especially in rural areas children with disabilities and minority

« Construction and modernization of schools, representatives

equipping them with basic amenities
(electricity, water, internet)
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What is the
Resource Curse?

The resource curse (the paradox of plenty) is a situation
where countries with abundant natural resource reserves
(oil, gas, gold) develop more slowly and have less effective

governance than countries without such wealth.

Key characteristics:

 "Dutch Disease": excessive appreciation of the
national currency due to resource exports, which makes

other sectors (agriculture, manufacturing) uncompetitive.

 Rentier economy: the state lives off resource sales
("rents") rather than citizens' taxes. This weakens the
bond between the government and society.

« Authoritarianism and corruption: the elites' struggle
for control over the "pipeline" leads to political instability.

* Price dependency: sharp fluctuations in oil prices
cause deep budgetary crises.
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Libya's Resource
Profile

 Reserves: Libya holds the
largest proven oil reserves in
Africa.

« GDP Structure: the oil and gas
sector accounts for about 95% of
export revenues and over 60% of
total GDP.

* Monoprofile economy: the
country practically lacks
developed manufacturing or
modern agriculture unrelated to
oil.




Libya and the
"Dutch Disease"

Libya has exhibited classic symptoms of the
"disease" for decades:

* Import dependency: almost all goods
(from food to machinery) are purchased
abroad using "petrodollars."

 Weak private sector: citizens strive to
work in the public sector, which is funded
by oil revenues, instead of starting
businesses.

« Lack of diversification: any drop in world
oil prices paralyzes social welfare
payments within the country.




HDI (Human Development Index): until 2011,
Libya had one of the highest HDIs in Africa, but

this was an "illusory" prosperity sustained solely by :' 5

the distribution of oil money.

The struggle for resources: after 2011, oil
terminals became the primary target of warring
factions. The resource turned into the cause of an
endless civil war.

Institutional trap: when a state does not need
taxes from its citizens (because it has oil), it stops
listening to the needs of society.




Confirmation of the
Hypothesis

The resource curse paradox in Libya is fully
confirmed.

Arguments:

Economic fragility: Libya's economy is an
"appendage” to the oil well. Without oll, the state
instantly loses its viability.

Conflict-generating nature: oil has not been a
blessing, but rather a catalyst for political chaos and
the struggle for power.

Institutional stagnation: the availability of "easy
money" has prevented the country from building a
modern democratic system and developing human
capital for decades.
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